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Planners must
hit targets, not
help applicants

BY AMWEN HLUMFREY

FRUOUSTRATETD
Pembrokeshire Coast
National Park members have
sot themselves a deadlne to
improve  the  planning
process, followlng a hard-
hitting report from o nation-
nlwatchdog,

Al Jane Dovidson, minister
for the anvironment,  sustain-
ahility and housing met’ with
Hetional Park members at
extranrdinary  mesting  on
Thursday

She discussed Fssuss high-
Tighted in a report o the Wales
Awdit Office, which - criticised
the speed the suthority dealt
with planning applicitions.

hirs btsomn said: T have ta
ensure that people have confi-
denced in the plannlng systam,
and it &5 golng o deliver tha
most effective outcome for com-
munities

W are talking abotl some
major issues in derms of time
limits.”

The Pembrokeshire  Comag
Nathonnl Park Authority deoalt
with 7% of applications with-
in aight weeks, Tha Welsh s
fre was gl

WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

| Visit
westerntelegraph.co.uk
to add your comments.

\

Hational park soathority
chairman, Councillor Simon
Hemeock said: "Wis are awine of
the grvity of the Blbwition, We
it drinking at the last chanee
anloor and we are aware of [

*There is the determination
Trevm all members that this will
T m‘!t right by the end of the

yean

Headded: "We hiove ot to gat
our own house in ordor, This
report could “be the  sword -of
Damocles hanging above s, it
could also reprasent &l oppar
ity to produce & lemplate fior
excollomee”

Thesauthority has put in
place an improvement plan,
tntluding a mew T systom and
a ronlaw of ae ;

Tt swilk alen fook st how oller

mgiEnisations have dealt with
similar issues and share their
findings.

Citr Richard Howells said the
members had besn surprized
and disappointed by the report.

He sald: "TE will bea polgh
roacd alicad, but we are Jooking
forwnrd with some enthisi-
dEm. "

Clir Michasl Williams -said;
T bave-a feeling wa have heard
It-all before, but v difference
hare 5 that membars are defs-
minad to dirivs this forward,

“The elog will nos start wag-
Eingtho tail. Weare absolitely
commitied 1o sorling this cul.”

Chiel executive Nie Whaeler
sald: “1 think this authority
wolild heore & - preater under-
standing: of statistes i we
thought they were belng col-
Iected in p comparable basis”

Mr Wheeler said somp appli-
cations would howa 1o b
refiised: strafght away, rather
than trying fo asaist thie appli-
cint, and the pregpplication
procass sl be erconraged-

He adide: T can unidersinnd
the frustration, and 1 apslogise
on behall of mseld and- my
staff for putting you o tits il
vation



