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Park apologises for
its handling of saga

FAILINGS surrounding
the saga of a controversial
MNewport house are

‘unlikely” (o reoccur
according to the National
Park’s chief executive,
who issued an apology
last week.

Pembrokeshire Coast
Nationa! Park Authority
chief executive Tegryn Jones
discussed the authority’s
handling of Bettws Newydd,
when he attended Newport
Town Council’s meeting.

Planning permission for a
large replacement dwelling
on the Parrag was granted in
2006, but the house was built
bigger than the original

pians.
In 2010 i Welsh
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Government plaaning
inspector granted an appeal
to allow the bullding to
remain, following a publie
hearing.

Mr Jones iold councillors
the way the authority had
acted was “not of a standard
expected of a public body™

He said there had heen sig-
nificant improvements in
procedures to make sure the
errors were not répeated,
but the case “did not leave
the Authority in a very posi-
tive light in many ways"”

He added: “Hopefully | can
reassire you that changes to
procedures and ways of
working of the Authority

mean that the chances of
something like this happen-
ing again are exiremely
unlikely.”

Referring to a letter from
The Beftws Newydd
Oppeosition Group, Mr Jonas
said: “Tt highlights the fact
that the way the National
Park conducted business
with vourselves was not
appropriate.”

He added: “The planning
inspector made the inference
that it was probably the
wrong decision to award the
permission  in the first
place.”

Councillor Peler Harwood
was chairman of the town
council's planning commit-
tee when councillors made

their initial comments on the
proposed development.

He said a number of rec-

ommendations ware made,
and councillors guestioned
the design, which seemed to
“get lost In the midst of
time”.
He added: “Thank you for
the apology, it was some-
thing we dearly wanted at
the time.”

Mr Jones said: “You are
the democratically elected
representatives of the people
of Newport, and as an
Anthority we shonld treat
you with the respect you
deserve.”
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